Studies on schistosomiasis in the Niger Delta: Schistosoma intercalatum in the urban city of Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
Ova of S. intercalatum have been found in the urban city of Port Harcourt in the Niger Delta area of Nigeria, following examination of stool and urine samples from 1,709 persons (5-15 years of age) resident in various parts of the city. The ova occurred only in urine, with prevalence ranging from 1.0% to 9.8% with an overall prevalence of 5.7%. The intensity of the infection was low. Most infected individuals had counts of less than 500 ova in total bladder content. There was no significant difference in either the prevalence or intensity of the infection among the sexes (Male; prevalence 6.1%, intensity 527.3 vs Female; prevalence 5.4%, intensity 500.9). No case of infection with either S. haematobium or S. mansoni was encountered in the study. Malacological surveys in the gutters, creeks, streams and stagnant waterbodies within the city showed the presence of Lymnaea natalensis, Bulinus forskalii, Pila ovata, Melanoides tuberculata, Physa sp., Lanistes ovum and Segmentorbis sp. B. forskalii is indicated as the probable vector of S. intercalatum in the city. The growing problem of urban schistosomiasis in tropical Africa is discussed. Further studies on urban transmission and epidemiology of schistosomiasis in the Niger Delta area of Nigeria is also indicated.